NGHI-HOI PEN SAN JOSE
Tam Viét

Springfield, VA, 21-1X-2005 (QGTTX).- Pai-hdi Nghi-hdi thudng-nién ndm
tht 19 s& nhém hop & Doubletree Hotel gan phi-truding San Jose, CA, vao ba ngay 21
dé&n 23 thang 10 t6i diy, mot ngudn tin tir Nghi-hoi Toan-qudc Ngudi Viét tai Hoa-ky
vira cho bi€t nhu trén.

Pudc chuin-bi tir nhiéu thang nay, Pai-hdi Idn nay sé 12 dip d€ cho Nghi-hdi
(tit cho td-chiic néi trén) duyét lai cong viéc 1am trong nhitng nim qua cling trinh bay
nhitng dy-dn dang dugc thuc-hién nim trong muc-dich phuc-vu cdng-ddng ngudi My
gdc Viét & Hoa-ky ciling nhu déng g6p vao ti€n-trinh dan-chi-héa Viét Nam.

Khi dudc hdi tai sao lai chon San Jose, anh Nguyén Qudc Hung, chi-tich Ban
chap hanh Trung-uong Nghi-hoi, néi: “Nghi-hoi, tir ngay thanh-14p vao nim 1986, vin
c6 théi quen mot nim hop dai-hdi § mién Pong thi mdt nim lai hop & mién Tay hay
mot dia-di€m xa mién Pong. Pay 13 vi chiing t6i 13 mot t3-chitc hoat-dong trén toan-
qudc nén mdi hai nim déu c6 ging di hop § mot dia-phuong xa Hoa-thinh-dén. C6
nhu th€ chiing t6i méi ti€p-xiic duge véi cong-ddng va tim hi€u nhitng cdch nao c6 thé
1am viéc dugc véi cdc cong-ddong & nhi€u ndi trén xif ndy.”

“Lan cudi Nghi-hdi hop & San Jose ciing dd cdch ddy sdu nim,” Dugc-si
Nguy&n Mau Trinh thém. Ong hién giit chitc tdng-quan-tri trong Nghi-hoi. “Khi do6,
nim 1999, t6i dang 1am chii-tich Hdi-ddng Piéu hgp Trung-uong,” tifc ban quin-tri clia
Nghi-hoi.

Vai hang lich-si

Nghi-hoi Toan-quoc Ngudi Viét tai Hoa-ky dugc sang-l1ap theo y-ki€n cia mot
s6 dong-bao quan-tAm dén tién-dd clia ngudi My gdc Viét vao nim 1986. Pai-hoi
sang-1ap dién ra vao thang 8 nim 1986 tai VDH George Mason & Fairfax, VA, vi G.S.
Nguyé&n Manh Hung—hién dang day & diy—Ia mdt trong nhitng ngudi chd chdt trong
nd lyc dau tién nay. Do quy-tu dugc mot sd tén tudi trong cong-ddng liic bay gid,
Nghi-hoi da thu hiit dugc su chi ¥ clia nhiéu ngudi va bit tay dugc vao mot s6 cong-
tdc va dy-dn c6 két-qua sau nay.

Nghi-hdi dinh nghia 1p-trudng cin-bdn dya trén hai v&: mot 1a phuc-vu nhitng
quyén-Igi thi€t-than clia ngudi Viét trén dat My (dic-biét 12 gido-duc con em) va mot
1a déng g6p vao ti€n-trinh din-chi-héa tAt-y€u & qué nha. Di trén hai chan dé, Nghi-
hoi dd 1am viéc vdi nhiéu hdi-doan va nhitng td-chitc ban d€ gép sitc vao nhitng nd luc
van-dong cho nhiéu mit quyén-1di clia chiing ta.



Ngay tir diu, Nghi-hoi d khing-dinh minh c6 vai tro trong viéc thic ddy ti€n-
trinh dan-chi-héa dat nudc (tic Viét Nam). Trong muc-dich ndy, ngay tir diu Nghi-
hd1 van-dong cho muc-ti€u thanh-1ap dai A Chau Tu Do, mot du-4n dugc bi€n thanh
ludt ndm 1995 va thanh hién-thyc mdt nim sau d6. Sy thanh cong ctia nd luc nay,
theo Nghi-hoi 12 nhd c6 su hgp-tac rat tich-cuc clia T&-chitc Phuc Hung Viét Nam
cling nhu cla ﬁy-ban bong-duong van-dong cho viéc thanh-1ap Pai ACTD (G.S.
Nguyén Thanh Trang, chii-tich) sau khi Téng-lién-hoi Ngusi Viét Tu do kéu goi hiép
lyc tir Dién-dan Chinh-tri xdy ra vao thing 9-1991 & Montreal, Canada.

(Ngay trudc ca khi Bai ACTD dugc thanh-lap, vao thing 9 nim 1990, ngudi
ctia Nghi-hoi da di du Hoi-nghi Quoc-t€ vé Nhan-quyén Vilnius-Leningrad ky 2 d€ 1én
an chinh-sdch Ha-ndi dem con di bd chg, gii cdc lao-ddng sang Lién-X06 va cdc nudc
Béng—Au r6i @€ mic cho ho bi lgi-dung, ngugc-dai, thim chi ca dé cho bon troc dau
gi€t vo tdi va. Roi ndm sau, Nghi-hoi lai con yém-trg cho viéc thanh-1Ap Pii Tiéng
N6i Tu Do tir Mac Tu Khoa, do Irina Zisman chiu trdch-nhi€m cung v6i c6 Hoang
Dung. Trong nd lyc nay, Nghi-hoi ciing dugc sy ti€p tay ndng-nhiét cia T6-chitc Phuc
Hung Viét Nam, nhat 13 vé mit gy quy d€ yém-trg tai-chanh.)

Théng 4 nim 1987, chua diy mot nim sau khi thanh-1ap, Nghi-hoi da ti€p tay
Hoi Gia Binh Tu Nhan Chinh Tri Viét Nam ctia ba Khic Minh Thd t5-chitc mot budi
ti€p tan trén Qudc-hdi Hoa-ky kéu goi hai ding Cong-hda va Dan-chd ing-ho cho
chuong-trinh ma vé sau c6 tén 13 H.O. Hai thugng-nghi-si Bob Dole (CH) va Ted
Kennedy (DC), ¢c6 mdt hdm dé, da hira 1a s€ dua ra mot dy-luat vé van-dé nay. Ho da
giit 181 hita va viéc nay dan d&€n chuyén Tong-thdng Reagan ctt Tu6ng Vessey sang
Viét Nam diéu dinh d€ Ha-noi phai tha cdc tii-nhdn “hoc tip cdi tao” rdi cho mot s&
ngudi sang M§ (trén 100 nghin ngudi va gia-dinh).

Trong lanh-vuc ty nan, ngudi cia Nghi-hdi tham-gia vao nhitng sinh-hoat c¢6 y
nghia siu xa nhu di du Hoi-nghi Qudc-t€ vé Ty nan vao thing 6 nim 1989 & Geneve,
Thuy-si, hoi-nghi quyé&t-dinh dwa ra Chuong-trinh Hanh-dong Toan-dién (CPA,
Comprehensive Plan of Action). Sau nay vi CPA bi dem ra 4p-dung mot cdch bat
cong, Nghi-hdi lai lam vi€c véi ny-ban B4o nguy Gitp Ngudi vugt bién (Boat People
S.0.S. Committee), liic bAy gid tru-sd con & San Diego, dé€ thyc-hién chuong-trinh
LAVAS (Legal Assistance to Vietnamese Asylum Seekers), tic Chuong-trinh Trg gidp
phép-ly cho ngudi ty nan VN trong cic trai Hong Kong va PNA. Pé&n khi cdc dong-
bao trong trai bi cudng-bach hdi huong, Nghi-hoi lai di vin-dong chung véi BP/SOS
(Ti€n-si Nguyén Dinh Thing) va nhiéu t6-chiic khic (Project Ngoc, v.v.) § trén Qudc-
hdi v6i vin-phong DB Chris Smith (Cong-hoa, New Jersey) d€ ra dao-luAt ROVR
(Resettlement Opportunity for Vietnamese Returnees), cho phép mdt s6 ngudi bi bat
cong dudc phdng van lai khi vé Viét Nam—dé dudc di qua My thang tir VN.




Trong lanh-vuc gido-duc va xa-hdi, hai ngudi clia Nghi-hodi da lién-ti€p thay
phién nhau 1Am Phé-téng-gidm-ddc Vian-phong Gido-duc Song ngif tai Bo Gido-duc
Lién-bang: 6ng Nguy&n Ngoc Bich dudi thdi Tdng-thdng Bush Cha (1991-93) va dng
Pham Thu Ding dudi thdi Téng-thong Clinton (1994-96). Mot thanh-vién khic clia
Nghi-h6i, ba Mary Chi Ray ciing da ¢6 mot ldc dugc chi-dinh 1am Ph6-TGP Vin-
phong Pinh cu Ty nan (ORR) dudi thdi dng Bush Cha. Sau ba lai dugc chuyén sang
lam & Vian-phong SBA (Small Business Administration) dugi thdi duong-kim Téng-
thong (nhiém-ky dau).

Trong muc-dich phdi-hdp cong-tdc clia ngudi Viét hdi-ngoai, tir 1991 d€n 1993,
Nghi-hoi da tham-gia vio trong t8-chitc Tong-lién-h6i Ngudi Viét Tu do, lam viéc
chung véi Lién-hoi Ngudi Viét Canada (Iic bay gid do dng Nguyén H4i Binh lam
Chu-tich), Cong-ddng NVTD tai Uc (B.S. Bui Trong Cudng, rdi 6ng V& Minh Cudng,
Chii-tich), chua k€ cic t6-chic cong-ddng & nhiéu qudc-gia Au-chdu. Roi tir miia
Xuan ndm 1995, Nghi-hoi lai 1a mot thanh-vién then chot trong Uy-ban Lién-két
NVTD, ding ra ding cai hai hdi-nghi th€-gidi (thang 4/1995 va thdng 4/2000) &
Arlington, VA, c6 su tham-gia clia hang trim dai-bi€u tif nhiéu qudc-gia trén thé-gidi.
Tir nim 2002, ngudi clia Nghi-hoi cling déu din cé mit trong cdc cudc Hop Mit Dan
Chu (2002 & Pic, 2003 & Phdp, 2004 & Maryland, va 2005 § Nam Cali) nhim phdi-hgp
nhitng cong-tac lién-qudc-gia cho muc-dich din-chd va nhan-quyén cho Viét Nam.

Nghi-hdi va khu-vuc Bic Cali

Tur rit sém, mdt s6 nhan-vat quen thudc clia ddng-bao Bic-Cali ciing di tham-
gia trong Nghi-hdi. Cudi thap nién 1980 khi Nghi-hdi 1An dau hop Pai-hdi & San Jose,
Nghi-hoi da dudc sy ting-ho va sot sing ti€p tay ctia Lién-hoi Bic Cali, t8-chic phdi-
hgp cdc hdi-doan trong ving ngay do, cling nhu dugc cdc bdo Viét-nglt lam tin khi
day du.

Nim 1989, Vé-binh Duyén-hdi Hoa-ky (U.S. Coast Guard) bdng 161 mot dao
luat dd c6 mit tir 200 nim trudc, mang tén Jones Act (1789), ra dp-dung d€ cau luu
mdt s6 thu ddnh cd clia ngudi Viét trong vinh San Francisco. Qua hanh-dong nay, k&
sinh-nhai ctia khong it gia-dinh Viét Nam bi de doa ph4 sdn truc-ti€p. S& di day 12 mot
nguy-cd 16n vi luat Jones Act doi hdi ngudi danh cé trong Vinh phdi c6 qudc-tich Hoa-
ky trong khi d6 da-s6 cdc ngu-dan Viét Nam hoat-dong & trong ving lic biy gid chua
c6 qudc-tich My. Chd dén khi ho kip di hoc va 1am gidy t§ dé thanh cong-dan My thi
chic chin 12 sé& sat nghiép trudc d6. Lic diu, cdc chi thu danh c4 chi bi€t kéu citu
dé&n nhitng td-chitc nhu JACL (Japanese-American Citizens League) clia ngudi My goc
Nhat, song tuy sdt sing ti€p tay, té-chifc nay ciing cho bi€t 12 gitip cic ngu-dan Viét
Nam 13 nim ngodi si-mang ctia ho. Ho khdng c¢6 di thAim-quyén dai dién cho cic
ngu-dan goc Viét. Do vay ma ho phai tim d€n Nghi-hdi, mot t8-chic c¢6 chinh-danh



hon. Mot phdi-doan chi tau ngudi Viét, di kém vdi dai dién cia JACL, 1én Hoa-thinh-
ddn gip ngudi clia Nghi-hoi va, véi su ti€p tay clia Luat-su Tran Minh Diic, di cling
vGi Nghi-hoi 1én van-dong trén Qudc-hdi tim mdt gidi-phap cAp-thdi cho tinh-trang éo
le clia cdc chii thu Viét Nam. May thay, lic bay gid, dan-bi€u Qudc-hdi dai dién cho
ving Santa Clara (titc San Jose) lai 12 mot ngudi My g&c Nhat, 6ng Norman Mineta
(hién 1a Bo-trudng Giao-thong Hoa-ky). C6 1€ nhg JACL néi vao nén 6ng Mineta da
td ra rit sot sing ti€p tay trong vu nay. Ong gidi-thich: “C M§ luat 1a luat. Mot dao
luat c6 thé c6 mit tir 200 nim trudc nhung néu Qudc-hdi My chua chinh-thic hiy bd
luat d6 di thi n6 van c6 hiéu-lyc. Vé-binh Duyén-hdi da lam ding du nhv ludt do, khi
dudgc vi€t ra 1a nhim vao ngudi Anh, lic bdy gid dang danh nhau véi My, khong cho
ho xAm-nhdp lanh-hdi cia Hoa-ky. Gid déy, tuy khong con de doa d6 nita song thinh
thodng ho van phdi 16i n6 ra 4p-dung d€ tranh nhitng sy nhiing lam nhu cic doan tau
ddnh c4 clia nu6c ngodi tim cdch xAm-nhip linh-hdi cia My d€ d4nh c4, tdi ma ngudi
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M§ goi la ‘poaching’.

Vay thi phai lam th€ nao? Ong Mineta cudi ciing nghi ra mot k€. Ong bio,
Pudgc, d€ dng sé dua ra mot dy-ludt tu-chinh, kéu goi Vé-binh Duyén-hai hdy mién 4p-
dung luat Jones Act trong vong 10 nim (“a ten-year waiver”), dd thdi-gian d€ cho
phép cdc chii thu Viét Nam di hoc ti€ng Anh va thi nhap tich. N&u sau 10 nim ma ho
van chua chiu 1am hai diéu nay thi lic bA'y gidy ho s& phdi rdng chiu. Gidi-phdp nay
clia 6ng Mineta di té ra rat hitu hiéu. Vi n6 khong doi hdi gi nhiéu nhu ddi luat hay
hiy bd dao-luat Jones Act nén da dé dang dugc cidc dong-vién thong qua. Sau d6, cic
chii thu Viét Nam d3 t6 ra rit lanh 1gi va thong minh: Ho 1ap-titc chuyén chi-quyén
trén cdc tau d6 cho con chdu (12 nhitng ngudi da vao qudc-tich M§) va rdi ho ri nhau
di hoc ti€ng Anh dé thi vio qudc-tich. Va van-dé d6 d&€n nay di dugc gidi-quyét that
la thda dang.



